
@ COLUMBIA
HEIGHTS

Planning Commission Meeting
May 1, 2018

6:00 pm.
Columbia Heights City Hall

590 40th Avenue NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421

Prior to the regularly scheduled meeting, members of the Planning Commission and City Council
are invited to the City’s Public Library Facility (3939 Central Ave. NE.) to view the proposed
library sign display from 5:15 pm. — 5:45 pm.

1. Swearing in of Newly Appointed Commissioner
a. Tom Kaiser

2. Call to Order and Roll Call

3. Approve Minutes
a. Approval of April 3rd, 2018 Planning Commission minutes.

4. Comprehensive Plan Project Update
a. Lance Bernard, HKGI—204O Comprehensive Plan project update.

5. Public Hearing
a. Case 2018—0501 Conditional Use Permit and Variance

Location: 3939 Central Avenue NE., Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Applicant: City of Columbia Heights

(Tabled at the April 3rd, 2018 Planning Commission meeting)

6. Other Business
a. Proposed text amendments to the Zoning Code. Proposed changes will likely come
before the Planning Commission for consideration in June.

7. Adjourn

5-1—18



MINUTES OF
PLANNING COMMISSION

APRIL 3, 2018
6:00 PM

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Elizabeth Holmbeck, City Planner.

The following members were sworn in: Rob Fiorendino (re-appointment), and new member Eric Sahnow.

Commission Members present- Novitsky, Fiorendino, Hoium, Schill, Szurek, and Sahnow,

Also present were Elizabeth Holrnbeck (Planner), Shelley Hanson (Secretary), Jodi Griffin (staff), and John
Murzyn (Council Liaison).

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Chairperson: Fiorendino nominated Szurek for Chair. There were no other nominations. Roll Call: all ayes.

Chair Szurek then took over the meeting and continued with the elections.

Vice Chair: Szurek nominated Fiorendino for Vice Chair. There were no other nominations. Roll Call: all
ayes.

Secretary/Treasurer: Szurek nominated Hoium for Secretary/Treasurer. There were no other nominations Roll
Call: all ayes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion by Fiorendino, seconded by Schill, to approve the minutesfrom the meeting ofFebruary 7, 2018. All
ayes. MOTIONPASSED.

PUBLIC HEARING

CASE #: 2018-0401
APPLICANT: City of Columbia Heights
LOCATION: 3939 Central Ave NE
REQUEST: Conditional Use Permit Tabled by Applicant

CASE #: 2018-0402
APPLICANT: City of Columbia Heights
LOCATION: 3939 Central Avenue NE
REQUEST: Variance Tabled by Applicant

Motion by Fiorendino, seconded by Schill to table the requestsfor Cases 2018-0401 and 2018-0402 until May
1, 2018. All ayes. MOTIONPASSED.



Planning Minutes
Page 2
April 3, 2018

CASE #: 2018-0403
APPLICANT: Renaissance Fireworks
LOCATION: 4005 Central Avenue NE
REQUEST: Interim Use Permit

Holmbeck explained that Renaissance Fireworks, Inc. has applied for an Interim Use Permit to allow the
operation of a seasonal fireworks sales tent at 4005 Central Avenue. The specific development standards for
outdoor fireworks sales/display are found in Section 9.107 (C) (22) of City Code, and will be added as
conditions of approval for this permit. The attached property and tent location map illustrates the configuration
and orientation of the fireworks tent to Central Avenue. The Fire Chief has inspected the plans and will conduct
a site inspection of the tent. The applicant must schedule the inspection with the Fire Department before sales
can occur on the property.

ZONING ORDINANCE
The property located at 4005 Central Avenue is located in the CBD, Central Business District. The properties to
the north, south and west are also zoned Central Business and the properties to the east are zoned in the R—4,
Multiple Family Residential District. Seasonal Fireworks Sales is allowed as Interim Use in the Central
Business Zoning District.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The Comprehensive Plan designates the property for commercial use. The proposal for seasonal fireworks sales
is consistent with the intent of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

FINDINGS OF FACT
Section 9.104 (I) of the Zoning Ordinance outlines seven findings of fact that must be met in order for the City
to grant an interim use permit. They are as follows:

1. The use is one of the interim uses listed for the zoning district in which the property is located, or is a
substantially similar use, as determined by the Zoning Administrator.
Fireworks tents are specifically listed as an Interim Use in the Central Business District, and are
considered retail sales, which are permitted.

2. The use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan.
The Comprehensive Plan designates the propertyfor commercial use, including retail sales. The proposal is
consistent with the intent of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

3. The use will not impose hazards or disturbing influences on neighboring properties.
The proposed temporary use should not have hazardous or disturbing influence on neighboring properties
because of its proximity to Central Avenue and because it’s shielded from adjacent residential uses by the
surrounding commercial buildings.

4. The use will not substantially diminish the use ofproperty in the immediate vicinity.
Thefireworks tent shouldn ’t diminish the use of the adjacentproperties.
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5. The use will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that is compatible with the
appearance of the existing or intended character of the surrounding area.
The fire department will conduct an on-site inspection prior to any temporary sales. All State and City
requirements regardingfireworks sales will be achieved.

6. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to minimize traffic congestion on the public streets and to
provide for appropriate on-site circulation of traffic.
The traflic generated by thefireworks tent will not significantly increase the traflic on the public streets, and
the site is large enough to handle additional interior trafiic.

7. The use will not cause a negative cumulative effect on other uses in the immediate vicinity.
As indicated by prior descriptions, thefireworks tent should not have a negative impact on other uses in the
immediate vicinity, which are all zoned commercial.

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve the Interim Use Permit to allow the operation of a
seasonal fireworks sales tent at 4005 Central Avenue, subject to conditions of approval outlined below.

Questions by members:

Hoium asked if they are required to carry insurance in order to place their tents within the city limits.
Holmbeck said the City doesn’t have a requirement as part of the Interim Use Permit. She said the Fire Dept.
does the review of the application, and does an inspection of the site to ensure all fire code issues are met. The
applicant was in the audience and told members that they carry 2 million dollar limited liability coverage on
each site.

Fiorendino asked if there were any other changes. Holmbeck said no, it is the same as the last several years.

Public Hearing Opened:

No one wished to speak on this issue.

Public Hearing Closed
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Motion by Fiorendino, seconded by Schill, to waive the reading ofResolution No. 2018-PZO2, there being
ample copies available to the public. All ayes. MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Fiorendino, seconded by Schill, to adopt Resolution No. 2018-PZO2, being a Resolution approving
an Interim Use Permitfor afireworks tent at 4005 Central Avenue NE, from June I 5, 2018 to July I2, 2018,
subject to certain conditions ofapproval that have been found to be necessary to protect the public interest and
ensure compliance with the provisions of the Zoning and Development Ordinance, including:

1. Thefireworks tent, display area, access aisles, and surrounding area shall be reviewed by the Fire
Departmentprior to operation. The applicant must contact the Fire Department to set up an inspection
prior to any sales occurring on the property.

2. The sale offireworks shall meet all requirements ofChapter 24 of the Fire Code and NFPA Chapter
I 124.
Thefireworks tent shall be accessory to a commercial use.
Fireworks tents located within the public right-of-way are prohibited.
All goods shall be displayed on a designated impervious surface area.
All goods shall be displayed in an orderlyfashion, with access aisles provided as needed.
Music or amplified sounds shall not be audiblefrom adjacent residential properties.
Thefireworks tent shall not reduce the amount ofofl-street parkingprovided one-site below the level
requiredfor the principal use.

9. An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property shall be provided by landscaping,
screening or other site improvements consistent with the character of the neighborhood.

10. Signage shall be limited to two professionally made signs, with a combined squarefootage not
exceeding 32 squarefeet.

I I. Fireworks tents may be allowedfor a maximum of90 days per calendar year.
12. The tent must be anchored to withstand 90MPH/33econd wind gusts. Any electrical use will need a

permit and is required to be inspected by the State Electrical Inspector.
All ayes. MOTION PASSED.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-PZ02

A resolution of the Planning Commission for the City of Columbia Heights, Minnesota,

WHEREAS, a proposal (Case # 2018—0403) has been submitted by Renaissance Fireworks to the Planning Commission
requesting an Interim Use Permit from the City of Columbia Heights at the following site:

ADDRESS: 4005 Central Avenue NE., Columbia Heights, MN 55421
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: On file at City Hall
THE APPLICANT SEEKS THE FOLLOWING: An Interim Use Permit to allow for the operation of a seasonal fireworks
sales tent on the subject property.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has held a public hearing as required by the City of Columbia Height’s Zoning
Code on April 3, 2018;
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered the advice and recommendations of City staff regarding the effect
of the proposed Interim Use upon the health, safety, and welfare of the community and its Comprehensive Plan, as well as
any concerns related to compatibility of uses, traffic, property values, light, air, danger of fire, and risk to public safety in
the surrounding areas; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with the foregoing, and all ordinances and regulations of the
City of Columbia Heights, the Planning Commission of the City of Columbia Heights makes the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The use is one of the interim uses listed for the zoning district in which the property is located, or is a
substantially similar use, as determined by the Zoning Administrator.

2. The use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan.
3. The use will not impose hazards or disturbing influences on neighboring properties.
4. The use will not substantially diminish the use of property in the immediate vicinity.
5. The use will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that is compatible with the

appearance of the existing or intended character of the surrounding area.
6. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to minimize traffic congestion on the public streets and to provide

for appropriate on—site circulation of traffic.
7. The use will not cause a negative cumulative effect, when considered in conjunction with the cumulative effect of

other uses in the immediate vicinity.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached conditions, maps, and other information shall
become part of this permit and approval; and in granting this permit the City and the applicant agree that this permit shall
become null and void if the project has not been completed within one (I 2 calendar year after the approval date, subject to
petition for renewal of the permit. Further, the permit is subject to certain conditions of approval that have been found to
be necessary to protect the public interest and ensure compliance with the provisions of the Zoning and Development
Ordinance, including:

CONDITIONS
1. The fireworks tent, display area, access aisles, and surrounding area shall be reviewed by the Fire Department

prior to operation. The applicant must contact the Fire Department to set up an inspection prior to any sales
occurring on the property.
The sale of fireworks shall meet all requirements of Chapter 24 of the Fire Code and NFPA Chapter 1124.
The fireworks tent shall be accessory to a commercial use.
Fireworks tents located within the public right—of—way are prohibited.
All goods shall be displayed on a designated impervious surface area.
All goods shall be displayed in an orderly fashion, with access aisles provided as needed.
Music or amplified sounds shall not be audible from adjacent residential properties.
The fireworks tent shall not reduce the amount of off—street parking provided one—site below the level required for
the principal use.

9. An appropriate transition area between the use and adjacent property shall be provided by landscaping, screening
or other site improvements consistent with the character of the neighborhood.

10. Signage shall be limited to two professionally made signs, with a combined square footage not exceeding 32
square feet.

11. Fireworks tents may be allowed for a maximum of 90 days per calendar year.
12. The tent must be anchored to withstand 90MPH/3 Second wind gusts. Any electrical use will need a permit and is

required to be inspected by the State Electrical Inspector.

9
°.

\‘.
°‘

.U
‘:P

‘P
°!

\’



Planning Minutes
Page 6
April 3, 2018

ORDER OF PLANNING COMMISSION

Passed this 3rd day of April, 2018.

Offered by: Fiorendino
Seconded by: Schill
Roll Call: All ayes

Attest:
Chair

Shelley Hanson, Secretary

OTHER BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission By-Law Changes

Holmbeck shared Ordinance #1645 with members that addressed the latest changes to the By—Laws of
the Flaming Commission. The Ordinance was approved by the City Council at the February 12, 2018
meeting. Holmbeck stated that the main change was to add two members to the Commission and to
change the start time of the meetings from7z00 pm to 6 pm. A copy was included in the agenda
packets.

Memo to Planning Commission regarding Training Options

Jodi Griffin reviewed the memo that was enclosed in the agenda packets regarding training options
available to members of the Commission. She explained that Option #1 is a free online training done
through the League ofMN Cities. Most of the current members and staff have taken this training. She
stated that it takes about 45 minutes to complete and it can be done at the member’s leisure.

She went on to explain that Option #2 would be a staff led training session that would be presented as a
round table discussion with the City Council and the EDA members also present that would be
scheduled at the end ofMay and would take about 2 hours.

Szurek thought the joint training session sounded like a good idea if the City Council and EDA members
are open to it. That way it would help the new members get acquainted with the roles of the EDA and
City Council. She also thought the new members should take the online training which is helpful and
explains the role and limitations of being a Planning Commission member.
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C. Comprehensive Plan Update

Holmbeck told members that we have moved into Phase Three of the Comprehensive Plan Process. The
draft should be completed by April 13th and then 3 Open Houses will be held at the Library for final
comments. These are scheduled for April 19th, May 2nd and May 4th. Major changes of the new plan
will be emphasized on Posters for each Chapter and be on display at the open houses. The draft will
also be available on the City’s website. After comments are received, a second draft will be assembled
for approval and then it will be sent to surrounding communities for review and comment. At the end
of the 6 month review period, the City can formally adopt the Plan.

Szurek asked what the deadline is to submit the Plan to the Met Council. Holmbeck said it must be
submitted by the end of the year and they are on schedule to do so.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Shelley Hanson
Secretary
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CITY OF COLUMBIA HEIGHTS
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

PLANNING REPORT

CASE NUMBER: 2018-0501

DATE: May 1, 2018

TO: Columbia Heights Planning Commission

APPLICANT: City of Columbia Heights

DEVELOPMENT: Monument Sign—Municipal Library

LOCATION: 3939 Central Avenue NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421

REQUEST: Conditional Use Permit and Variances

PREPARED BY: Elizabeth Holmbeck, City Planner

INTRODUCTION
The City of Columbia Heights is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to allow a
monument sign with a Dynamic LED component to be constructed at the Municipal
Library located at 3939 Central Avenue NE, per Section 9.106 (P)(12)(c) of City Code.
Section 9.104 (H) (4) requires the Planning Commission to hold a public hearing to
consider the Conditional Use Permit application and submit its recommendation to
the City Council.

In conjunction with the CUP, the City is also requesting Variances from the required setback and
square footage requirements for the monument sign per City Code Section 9.106 (P) (12) (a) (2).
Section 9.104 (G) of the Zoning Ordinance requires the Planning Commission to hold a public
hearing to consider the Variance application and submit its recommendation to the City
Council.

Construction of the new Municipal Library was completed in June 2016 with the official grand
opening on June 26, 2016. Due to visibility issues along Central Avenue, the proposed location
ofthe monument sign is closer to the front (west) property line than is currently permitted by
City Code. The building itself was constructed at this distance (allowed by City Code); therefore,
in order to effectively promote upcoming events and information the location ofthe
monument sign is proposed to be placed on an adjacent plane to the building, closer to Central
Avenue. Renderings of the proposed sign and a narrative detailing the requests are included
with this report for the Planning Commission’s review.

ZONING ORDINANCE
The property located at 3939 Central Ave. NE is located in the Central Business (CB) Zoning
District. The properties to the north, south and west are located in the Central Business (CB)

3939 Central Avenue NE.
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Zoning District and the properties to the east are located in R—3 Multiple Family Residential
Zoning District. In the CBD (Central Business District), a Dynamic LED sign requires a Conditional
Use Permit.

DESIGN GUIDELINES
The subject property is located within the Design Guideline Overlay District, and is governed by
the ”Central Avenue” standards within the Design Guidelines. The intent of the Design
Guidelines is to make the City more aesthetically appealing, by requiring a set of minimum
standards for new construction along Central Avenue and 40th Avenue. The proposed
monument sign meets the design guidelines.

FINDINGS OF FACT- Conditional Use Permit
Section 9.104 (H) of the Zoning Ordinance outlines nine conditions that must be met in order
for the City Council to grant a Conditional Use Permit. They are as follows:

(a) The use is one of the conditional uses listed for the zoning district in which the
property is located, or is a substantially similar use as determined by the Zoning
Administrator.

This is correct. Dynamic LED signs are allowed as a Conditional Use in the Central Business
District.

(b) The use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Comprehensive
Plan.

The Comprehensive Plan guides this area for Commercial uses. While not specifically
commercial, the City Library, a Government Office, is a permitted use in the Central Business
District. The plan notes that reinvestment in this area will be key to the future success of the
City’s historic downtown. One of the Comprehensive Plan goals is to establish and maintain
a strong sense of community. This area is considered the City’s gateway, physical
improvements to the corridor such as the newly constructed library facility and now a new
attractive monument sign aims to achieve this goal. Enabling the City to promote events
and information through the use of an electronic display sign provides a service that
supports residents in the community; and therefore, appears to be consistent with the goals
outlined in the Comprehensive Plan.

(c) The use will not impose hazards or disturbing influences on neighboring properties.

The City will have to abide by specific standards as they relate to LED signs. These standards
were adopted to limit disturbing influences on neighboring properties. Given the location of
the property in the Central Business District, as well as the location of the proposed sign and
its orientation to Central Avenue, it appears that the use will not impose hazards on the
neighboring properties.

(d) The use will not substantially diminish the use of property in the immediate vicinity.
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The use of property in the immediate vicinity should not be diminished by the placement of a
dynamic LED sign on the subject property.

(e) The use will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that is
compatible with the appearance of the existing or intended character of the
surrounding area.

The City will have to abide by standards and design guidelines as they relate to LED signs.
These standards help to ensure compatibility in new development with the appearance of
the existing surrounding area.

(f) The use and property upon which the use is located are adequately served by
essential public facilities and services.

This is correct.

(g) Adequate measures have been or will be taken to minimize traffic congestion on the
public streets and to provide for appropriate on—site circulation of traffic.

Staff does not anticipate that the sign will influence traffic congestion.

(h) The use will not cause a negative cumulative effect, when considered in conjunction
with the cumulative effect of other uses is the immediate vicinity.

The proposed sign will be subject to certain standards outlined in the City’s Ordinance which
governs the use of Dynamic LED Signs; therefore it is assumed that the use will not cause a
negative cumulative effect.

(i) The use complies with all other applicable regulations for the district in which it is
located.

This is correct.

FINDINGS OF FACT - Variances
Section 9.104 (G) of the Zoning Ordinance outlines five conditions that must be met in order for
the City Council to grant Variances. They are as follows:

a) Because of the particular physical surroundings, or the shape, configuration,
topography, or other conditions of the specific parcel of land involved, strict
adherence to the provisions of this article would cause practical difficulties in
conforming to the Zoning Ordinance. The applicant, however, is proposing to use the
property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the Zoning Ordinance.
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Due to visibility issues along Central Avenue, the sign is proposed to be located closer to the
property line than currently permitted by City Code. The sign will be used for City
communication efforts; the request to have a larger sign is being made to ensure the
messaging is visible.

b) The conditions upon which the variances are based are unique to the specific parcel
of land involved and are generally not applicable to other properties within the same
zoning classification.

This is correct. As previously stated, due to the buildings proximity to Central Avenue, the
sign is proposed to be located closer and slightly larger than permitted to ensure visibility.

c) The practical difficulties caused by the provisions of this article and have not been
created by any person currently having a legal interest in the property.

This is correct.

d) The granting of the variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of
the Comprehensive Plan.

This is correct.

e) The granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare
or materially injurious to the enjoyment, use, development or value of property or
improvements in the vicinity.

This is correct.

RECOMMENDATION — Conditional Use Permit — Staff recommends approval of Resolution No.
2018-26, approving the a Conditional Use Permit for the property located at 3939 Central
Avenue NE., subject to certain conditions

The Planning Commission must make a recommendation to the City Council on the Conditional
Use Permit. Recommended motions are below.

Motion: Move to waive the reading of Resolution No. 2018—26, there being ample copies to the
public.

Motion: Move to recommend that the City Council approve Resolution No. 2018-26, approving
the Conditional Use Permit for the property located at 3939 Central Ave NE., subject to certain
conditions of approval that have been found to be necessary to protect the public interest and
ensure compliance with the provisions ofthe Zoning Ordinance, including:
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1. Dynamic LED signs are allowed only on monument signs for conditionally permitted uses in
all zoning districts, with the exception of the PO, Public District, in which LED signage may
be utilized in existing pylon signs. Motor fuel stations may display dynamic LED signs as
part of the pylon sign to promote motor fuel prices only. Such motor fuel price signs do
not require a conditional use permit. All dynamic LED signs may occupy no more than 60%
of the actual copy and graphic area. The remainder of the sign must not have the
capability to have dynamic LED signs, even if not used. Only one, contiguous dynamic
display area is allowed on a sign face.

2. A dynamic LED sign may not change or move more often than once every ten seconds for
commercial, industrial uses, or public uses, and no more than once every ten minutes for
religious and/or educational institution uses, except one for which changes are necessary
to correct hour—and—minute, date, or temperature information.

3. A display of time, date or temperature information may change as frequently as once
every five seconds, however information displayed not relating to the date, time or
temperature must not change or move more often than once every ten seconds for
commercial, industrial uses, or public uses, and no more than once every ten minutes for
religious and/or educational institution uses.

4. The images and messages displayed must be static, and the transition from one state
display to another must be instantaneous without any special effects. Motion, animation
and video images are prohibited on dynamic LED sign displays.

5. The images and messages displayed must be complete in themselves, without
continuation in content to the next image or message or to any other sign.

6. Dynamic LED signs must be designed and equipped to freeze the device in one position if a
malfunction shall occur. The displays must also be equipped with a means to immediately
discontinue the display if it malfunctions, and the sign owner must immediately stop the
dynamic display when notified by the city that it is not complying with the standards of
this section.

7. Dynamic LED signs may not exceed a maximum illumination of 5,000 nits (candelas per
square meter) during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits (candelas per
square meter) between dusk to dawn as measured from the sign's face at maximum
brightness. Dynamic LED signs must have an automatic dimmer control to produce a
distinct illumination change from a higher illumination level to a lower level for the time
period between one—half hour before sunset and one half-hour after sunrise.

8. Dynamic LED signs existing on the effective date of Ordinance 1593, passed April 25, 2011,
must comply with the operational standards listed above. An existing dynamic LED sign
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that does not meet the structural requirements may continue as a non-conforming sign
subject to § 9.105(E).

9. The area around the base of the sign shall be landscaped.

RECOMMENDATION — Variances - Staff recommends approval of Resolution No. 2018—27,
approving the Variances for the property located at 3939 Central Avenue NE.

The Planning Commission must make a recommendation to the City Council on the Variances.
Recommended motions are below.

Motion: Move to close the public hearing and waive the reading of Resolution 2018-27 there
being ample copies available to the public.

Motion: The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council approve Resolution 2018-
27, approving the Variances for the property located at 3939 Central Avenue NE.,

1. Waiver to City Code Section 9.106 (P) (12) (a) (2). One monument sign to exceed fifty
(50) square feet, by twenty four and two tenths (24.2) square feet, for a total surface
area of seventy four and two tenths (74.2) square feet.

2. Waiver to City Code Section 9.106 (P) (12) (a) (2). One monument sign to be located four
(4) feet off of the required five (5) feet to a distance of one (1) foot from the edge of the
monument sign to the front (west) property line.

ATTACHMENTS
Resolution No. 2018—26
Resolution No. 2018—27
Applications
Applicant’s Narrative
Location Map
Sign Drawings



RESOLUTION NO. 2018-26

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR A DYNAMIC LED MONUMENT SIGN FOR THE
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS MUNICIPAL LIBRARY LOCATED AT 3939 CENTRAL AVENUE NE.

WHEREAS, a proposal (Case # 2018-0501) has been submitted by the City of Columbia Heights to the City
Council requesting a Conditional Use Permit at the following site:

ADDRESS: 3939 Central Avenue NE.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: On file at City Hall.

THE APPLICANT SEEKS THE FOLLOWING: A Conditional Use Permit per Code Section 9.106 (P)(12)(c)(d), to
allow for a dynamic LED Monument Sign to be located in the CB, Central Business District on the property
located at 3939 Central Ave NE.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing as required by the City Zoning Code on May 1“,
2018;

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the advice and recommendations of the Planning Commission
regarding the effect of the proposed Conditional Use Permit upon the health, safety, and welfare ofthe
community and its Comprehensive Plan, as well as any concerns related to compatibility of uses, traffic,
property values, light, air, danger of fire, and risk to public safety in the surrounding areas;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with the foregoing, and all ordinances and regulations of
the City of Columbia Heights, the City Council of the City of Columbia Heights adopts the following findings of
the Planning Commission:

FINDINGS OF FACT
Section 9.104 (H) of the Zoning Ordinance outlines nine conditions that must be met in order for the City
Council to grant a Conditional Use Permit. They are as follows:

(a) The use is one of the conditional uses listed for the zoning district in which the property is located,
or is a substantially similar use as determined by the Zoning Administrator.

(b) The use is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan.

(c) The use will not impose hazards or disturbing influences on neighboring properties.

(d) The use will not substantially diminish the use of property in the immediate vicinity.

(e) The use will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that is compatible
with the appearance of the existing or intended character of the surrounding area.

(f) The use and property upon which the use is located are adequately served by essential public
facilities and services.

(g) Adequate measures have been or will be taken to minimize traffic congestion on the public streets
and to provide for appropriate on-site circulation of traffic.
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(h) The use will not cause a negative cumulative effect, when considered in conjunction with the
cumulative effect of other uses in the immediate vicinity.

(i) The use complies with all other applicable regulations for the district in which it is located.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached conditions, plans, maps, and other information shall become
part of this Conditional Use Permit and approval; and in granting this Conditional Use Permit the City and the
applicant agree that this permit shall become null and void if the project has not been completed within one
(1) calendar year after the approval date, subject to petition for renewal of the permit. The Conditional Use
Permit is subject to certain conditions of approval that have been found to be necessary to protect the public
interest and ensure compliance with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, including:

CONDITIONS
1. Dynamic LED signs are allowed only on monument signs for conditionally permitted uses in all zoning

districts, with the exception of the PO, Public District, in which LED signage may be utilized in existing
pylon signs. Motor fuel stations may display dynamic LED signs as part of the pylon sign to promote
motor fuel prices only. Such motor fuel price signs do not require a conditional use permit. All dynamic
LED signs may occupy no more than 60% of the actual copy and graphic area. The remainder of the sign
must not have the capability to have dynamic LED signs, even if not used. Only one, contiguous dynamic
display area is allowed on a sign face.

2. A dynamic LED sign may not change or move more often than once every ten seconds for commercial,
industrial uses, or public uses, and no more than once every ten minutes for religious and/or educational
institution uses, except one for which changes are necessary to correct hour-and—minute, date, or
temperature information.

3. A display of time, date or temperature information may change as frequently as once every five seconds,
however information displayed not relating to the date, time or temperature must not change or move
more often than once every ten seconds for commercial, industrial uses, or public uses, and no more
than once every ten minutes for religious and/or educational institution uses.

4. The images and messages displayed must be static, and the transition from one state display to another
must be instantaneous without any special effects. Motion, animation and video images are prohibited
on dynamic LED sign displays.

5. The images and messages displayed must be complete in themselves, without continuation in content to
the next image or message or to any other sign.

6. Dynamic LED signs must be designed and equipped to freeze the device in one position if a malfunction
shall occur. The displays must also be equipped with a means to immediately discontinue the display if it
malfunctions, and the sign owner must immediately stop the dynamic display when notified by the city
that it is not complying with the standards of this section.

7. Dynamic LED signs may not exceed a maximum illumination of 5,000 nits (candelas per square meter)
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during daylight hours and a maximum illumination of 500 nits (candelas per square meter) between dusk
to dawn as measured from the sign's face at maximum brightness. Dynamic LED signs must have an
automatic dimmer control to produce a distinct illumination change from a higher illumination level to a
lower level for the time period between one-half hour before sunset and one half-hour after sunrise.

8. Dynamic LED signs existing on the effective date of Ordinance 1593, passed April 25, 2011, must comply
with the operational standards listed above. An existing dynamic LED sign that does not meet the
structural requirements may continue as a non-conforming sign subject to § 9.105(E).

9. The area around the base of the sign shall be landscaped.

ORDER OF COUNCIL

Passed this 14th day of May, 2018.

Offered by:
Seconded by:
Roll Call:

Donna Schmitt, Mayor
Attest:

Katie Bruno, City Clerk/Council Secretary



RESOLUTION NO. 2018-27

A RESOLUTION APPROVING VARIANCES FOR A MONUMENT SIGN FOR THE COLUMBIA HEIGHTS MUNICIPAL
LIBRARY LOCATED AT 3939 CENTRAL AVENUE NE.

WHEREAS, a proposal (Case # 2018-0501) has been submitted by the City of Columbia Heights to the City
Council requesting a Variance at the following site:

ADDRESS: 3939 Central Avenue NE.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: On file at City Hall.

THE APPLICANT SEEKS THE FOLLOWING:
1. Waiver to City Code Section 9.106 (P) (12) (a) (2). One monument sign to exceed fifty (50) square feet,

by twenty four and two tenths (24.2) square feet, for a total surface area of seventy four and two
tenths (74.2) square feet.

2. Waiver to City Code Section 9.106 (P) (12) (a) (2). One monument sign to be located four (4) feet off of
the required five (5) feet to a distance of one (1) foot from the edge of the monument sign to the front
(west) property line.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing as required by the City Zoning Code on May 1,
2018;

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered the advice and recommendations of the Planning Commission
regarding the effect of the proposed Variance upon the health, safety, and welfare ofthe community and its
Comprehensive Plan, as well as any concerns related to compatibility of uses, traffic, property values, light, air,
danger of fire, and risk to public safety in the surrounding areas;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with the foregoing, and all ordinances and regulations of
the City of Columbia Heights, the City Council of the City of Columbia Heights makes the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT
Section 9.104 (G) of the Zoning Ordinance outlines five conditions that must be met in order for the City
Council to grant a variance. They are as follows:

(a) Because of the particular physical surroundings, or the shape, configuration, topography, or other
conditions of the specific parcel of land involved, strict adherence to the provisions of this article
would cause practical difficulties in conforming to the zoning ordinance. The applicant, however, is
proposing to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the zoning ordinance.

(b) The conditions upon which the variance is based are unique to the specific parcel of land involved
and are generally not applicable to other properties within the same zoning classification.

(c) The practical difficulties are caused by the provisions of this article and have not been created by
any person currently having a legal interest in the property.

(d) The granting of the variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the
Comprehensive Plan.
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(e) The granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or materially
injurious to the enjoyment, use, development or value of property or improvements in the vicinity.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached plans, maps, and other information shall become part of this
variance and approval; and in granting this variance the City and the applicant agree that this variance shall
become null and void if the project has not been completed within one (1) calendar year after the approval
date, subject to petition for renewal of the variance.

ORDER OF COUNCIL

Passed this 14th day of May, 2018.

Offered by:
Seconded by:
Roll Call:

Donna Schmitt, Mayor
Attest:

Katie Bruno, City Clerk/Council Secretary



COLUMBIA @ HEIGHTS
Community Development Department

590 40th Ave. NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421

NON-RESIDENTIAL - CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION
ORDINANCE NO. 9.104 (H)

This application is subject to review and acceptance by the City. Applications will be processed only if all
required items are submitted.

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Project Address/Location: 3939 Central Avenue Northeast, Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Legal Description of property: THAT PRT OF BLK 4 WALTONS REAR OF LOTS 33 & 34 BLK 6 RESERVOIR HILLS LYG 5 OF
N 150 FT, LYG W OF E 165 FT OF S 180 FT OF N 330 FT, & LYG N OF S 100 FT OF W 183 FT
THEREOF
Present use of property: Municipal Public Library
Proposed conditional use of property: Proposed Monument Sign for Municipal Public Library

PROPERTY OWNER (As it appears on property title):
Company/Individual (please print): City of Columbia Heights, MN
Contact Person (please print): Joseph S. Hogeboom, Community Development Director
Mailing Address: 590 40th Avenue Northeast
City: Columbia Heights State: MN Zip: 55421
Daytime Phone: 763-706-3675 Cell Phone: 763-706-3670
E-mail Address:
jhogeboom@columbiaheightsmn.gov

Signature/Date: 4, V ,,
. 5; gawk gaitxz,“ :wis ,zp',

2/28/18

APPLICANT:
Company/Individual (please print): same as above

Signature/Date: ,
7 “Lj’ik P23, ,qA/‘IQLS flak,

2/28/18
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COLUMBIA @ HEIGHTS
REASON FOR REQUEST (please attach a written narrative describing the intended use of the property and justification
for your request. Describe any modifications and/or limitations of the use that have been made to insure its
compatibility with surrounding uses and with the purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance and the Comprehensive
Plan.)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
CASE NO:
APPLICATION REC’D BY: DATE APPLICATION REC’D:
$500 APPLICATION FEE REC’D: WAIVED — CITY PROJECT RECEIPT NUMBER:

Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission on

Approved by City Council on

Revised June 2017

Page 2 of 3



February 28, 2018

Applicant Narrative
Columbia Heights Planning Commission

The City of Columbia Heights was pleased to open its new Municipal Library in the June of 2016.
Since opening the new facility, patronage of the Library has increased. The new facility also
offers meeting space for large and small groups, which contributes to the Library being a
destination for people.

As had been part of the initial plan, the City of Columbia Heights is now seeking to install a
monument sign for the Library on the south side of the Central Avenue driveway entrance to
the facility. The proposed sign base would have a length of 15’ 4” and a height of 3’ 4’” at its
tallest point. The sign base would be constructed out of a stone veneer material that would
complement the color and texture of the Library building.

The proposed sign would include two LED full—color monitors which would be placed on both
sides ofthe sign base. The viewing width of the LED monitors is proposed to be 8’ in length and
3’ 10” in height. The proposed sign would also display permanently the name ”Columbia
Heights Public Library” on both sides of the sign face. The sign may include the words ”open”
and ”closed” within an LED capacity in the future.

Once a Conditional Use Permit is approved for this sign, a Building Permit must be obtained. If
approved, installation of the sign is expected to occur this spring. The proposed sign itself
conforms to municipal Design Guidelines and most Zoning requirements. However, a variance is
requested to allow the sign to be partially located within the required setback area, as well as
to allow the sign structure to be slightly larger than typically permitted by City Code. A separate
Variance Request application explains the rationale for this request.

The City of Columbia Heights formally requests approval of the Conditional Use Permit to
operate the LED sign for the Municipal Library.

Page 3 of 3



COLUMBIA @ HEIGHTS
Community Development Department

590 40th Ave. NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421

VARIANCE APPLICATION (ALL OTHERS)
ORDINANCE NO. 9.104 (G)

This application is subject to review and acceptance by the City. Applications will be processed only if all
required items are submitted.

PROPERTY INFORMATION
Project Address/Location: 3939 Central Avenue Northeast, Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Legal Description of property: THAT PRT OF BLK 4 WALTONS REAR OF LOTS 33 & 34 BLK 6 RESERVOIR HILLS LYG S OF
N 150 FT, LYG W OF E 165 FT OF S 180 FT OF N 330 FT, & LYG N OF S 100 FT OF W 183 FT
THEREOF
Present use of property: Municipal Public Library
Proposed use of property: Proposed Monument Sign for Municipal Public Library

PROPERTY OWNER (As it appears on property title):
Company/Individual (please print): City of Columbia Heights, MN
Contact Person (please print): Joseph S. Hogeboom, Community Development Director
Mailing Address: 590 40th Avenue Northeast
City: Columbia Heights State: MN Zip: 55421
Daytime Phone: 763-706-3675 Cell Phone: 763-706-3670
E-mail Address:
jhogeboom@columbiaheightsmn.gov

Signature/Date: 4, V ,,
. 5; gawk gaitxz,“ :wis ,zp',

2/28/18

APPLICANT:
Company/Individual (please print): same as above

Signature/Date: ,
7 L‘Lf!‘\ ”SW, ,qA/‘IQLS flak,

2/28/18

Page 1 of 3



COLUMBIA @ HEIGHTS
REASON FOR REQUEST (please attach a written narrative describing the intended use of the property and justification
for your request. Describe any modifications and/or limitations of the use that have been made to insure its
compatibility with surrounding uses and with the purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance and the Comprehensive
Plan.)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
CASE NO:
APPLICATION REC’D BY: DATE APPLICATION REC'D:
$500 APPLICATION FEE REC’D: WAIVED — CITY PROJECT RECEIPT NUMBER:

Approved by Planning & Zoning Commission on

Approved by City Council on

Revised June 2017

Page 2 of 3



February 28, 2018

Applicant Narrative
Columbia Heights Planning Commission

The City of Columbia Heights is proposing to install a new monument sign for the Municipal
Library, located at 3939 Central Avenue NE. This proposal requires a Conditional Use Permit.
The sign, as it is proposed, will also require the following variance:

Waiver to City Code, Section 9.106(P)(12)(a)(2) to allow the following:

One monument sign to exceed fifty (50) square feet, by twenty four and two tenths
(24.2) square feet, for a total surface area of seventy four and two tenths (74.2) square
feet.

Four (4) feet off of the required five (5) feet to a distance of one (1) foot from the edge
of the monument to the front (west) property line.

Due to visibility issues in the Central Business Zoning District, it is proposed that the sign be
located closer to the front property line than currently permitted by City Code. The building,
itself, was allowed to be constructed at this distance. In order to be effective, the City believes
that the monument sign must be placed on an adjacent plane to the building. In addition, due
to the community-centered nature of advertisements on the sign, the City is seeking a variance
to construct the sign slightly larger than typically allowed by City Code.

The proposed sign complies with all other requirements of the Zoning Code, and is in
compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

The City of Columbia Heights formally requests approval of this Variance to allow the
construction of an LED sign for the Municipal Library.

Page 3 of 3
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